
Officials:
Vaccines
may have
injured girl
ByMarilynn Marchione
Associated Press

Government health officials
have conceded that childhood
vaccines worsened a rare, un
derlying disorder that ultimate
lyled toautism-like symptoms
in a Georgia girl, and that she
shoidd be paid from a federa
vaccine-injuryfund.

Medical and legal experts
saythenarrowwordingandcir
cumstances probably make the
case an exception —not a pre
cedent for thousands of other
pending claims.

However, parents ofand ad
vocates for autistic children see
the case as avicto^. Although
thescience onthis isverylimit
ed, the girl's disorder may be
more common in autistic chil
dren thanin healthy ones.

A lawyer for the girl, whois
9,has scheduled a news confer
ence in Atlanta today.

TThe girl has a disorder in
volving her mitochondria that
impairs cells' ability to use nu
trients, andoften causes prol>
lems in brain function. It can
lead to delays inwal^g and
talking.

According to a copy of the
concession byUS. Department
ofHealth andHuman Services,
five vaccines the girl received
on one dayin 2000aggravated
hercondition, predisposingher
to naetabolic problems that
manifested as worsening brain
function "vidth features of au
tism spectrum disorder."
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